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Ref: WIL02/303/112

13 July 2005

VIA EMAIL, FAX or POST

Dear Interested & Affected Party

RE:  PROPOSED LAKES ECO & GOLF ESTATE DEVELOPMENT – ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCEDURES

As you are aware, HilLand Associates is the appointed independent environmental consultants appointed to facilitate the legally required environmental process for the above application.

Most of you have participated in the stakeholder engagement and scoping processes as part of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) process.  You have most likely already submitted several inputs about the proposal and the various baseline specialist studies that have been available and discussed with I&APs at various occasions.  Your inputs and concerns have been noted and will receive the necessary attention as part of the assessment phase of the EIA process.

Various issues and concerns have been raised through the process that cannot be resolved or addressed in the scoping (issue raising) phase of the EIA process.  It is anticipated that the Department will require this application to proceed to the next level of the process by requiring further assessments and investigations of such issues to inform their final decision.

This office is in the process of finalising the Scoping Report that will provide an overview of the process to date, list and expand on all the significant issues raised through the process and explain what issues/concerns require further investigation.  The availability of the Scoping Report will be advertised and all registered I&APs will be notified in due course.

Before the Scoping Report can be completed however, the following matter is of importance and requires your input (if you want to submit any additional input on this PARTICULAR matter):

The Traffic Impact Investigation done for the project confirmed that ONE access (through Hoekwil, along the Seven Passes Rd) as initially proposed by the Applicant, will not be sufficient to accommodate the anticipated volumes of traffic associated with the proposed project.  TWO ADDITIONAL access routes (in addition to the existing Hoekwil Road) have been proposed by Vela VKE Engineers as potential access routes to be investigated.

The existing state of these roads will not be able to carry significant additional traffic either, thus the proposal to use them will require that they be upgraded (possibly widened, re-surfaced/tarred etc) in order to be able to carry an increase traffic volume.

Because these two alternative routes were not discussed in detail during the scoping phase (since only the Hoekwil one would have been considered initially) we kindly request that you consider these routes now (see map included) and submit comment thereon to us.  In other words, should these two additional access roads be considered to happen, what potential environmental impacts do you anticipate and what other concerns do you have that will require further investigation/assessment?  

We are aware, and it has been recorded throughout the process, that the Applicant initially committed to only using the Hoekwil/Seven Passes Road as the only access road.  The relevant Authorities will therefore consider the possibility of these additional routes against this background.

Note, that these routes are proposed by the Traffic Engineers, considering only the practical, engineering aspects associated with upgrading such roads.  The potential environmental impacts of upgrading and widening (and possibly hardening of the surface) of these roads must still be investigated and assessed in order to determine whether these roads can actually be used without any detrimental impact on the environment.

Please consider the possibility of these two additional access roads to the Lakes Eco property and forward you comment/concerns to us within the next 14-days, no later than 31 July 2005.  Your inputs on this matter will be considered and included with the Scoping Report that must be submitted to the Department Environmental Affairs & Development Planning (DEADP) for consideration and decision-making.

Should you have any queries, or wish to discuss these alternative routes with us in more detail, please do not hesitate to contact our office directly.  Otherwise, we look forward to receiving your input on this particular matter within the given comment period.

Kind regards,

Louise-Mari van Zyl

for HilLand Associates

Cathy Avierinos  BSc. (Hons) Pr.Sci.Nat.
Members
Gavin Hellström  MSc.Pr.Sci.Nat.
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