EDEN TO ADDO

The dream of an uninterrupted natural corridor 

Starting in Plett and radiating out until Eden Municipality is linked to Addo National Park - this is what we have in mind. A zig zagged stretch of land that unites private landowners, conservation authorities and the state in a never-been-tried-before collaboration to protect the natural beauty of the Garden Route. 

BLIND FAITH vs ACTION

So much effort has gone into legislation that aims to protect our natural heritage, an abundance of frameworks, strategies and plans exist that we trust will look after this magical part of the world so that we can keep renewing ourselves in its beauty. But what do we DO – the landowners, residents, renters and visitors who love this tiny little bit of paradise? How do we ensure that the magic is not destroyed, that it doesn’t become a distant nostalgic memory? We can hold thumbs and hope for the best or we can do what civil society has so often been reluctant to do – take action and take responsibility. After all, it belongs to us. 

LOCALS TAKE THE LEAP

That’s exactly what a group of locals have done over the past few months. The timing was and still is, perfect. There is an awakening to the fact that the needs and desires of a living, thriving, diverse landscape can only be met through action. That taking the initiative, being bold and dreaming out loud is the way to breathe life into what’s important. So when Joan Berning first called locals to attend a meeting to discuss Eden to Addo we all showed up with our brand of optimism, our particular questions, our particular spin and of course our doubts: “How?…Too big!…What if…” But the magic was captivating. The idea that we could make a mark on the natural landscape, an indelible mark, was infectious and everyone went away planning how his or her little corner could fit into the picture. This reaction captures the elegance of Eden to Addo – your needs, desires and concerns, as different as they may be from your neighbours, have a place in this new way of looking at conservation. One voice is stronger and louder if it speaks on behalf of like-minded individuals who have a clear vision.

THE VISION

What we have in mind is a collage of different land uses and human activities underpinned by sound environmental management. The kind of management that respects human and animal life, that allows the biodiversity of the region to thrive while encouraging a diversity of livelihoods – that allows the conservation of processes as opposed to individual habitats or species. The vision is one of harmony, of a relationship between man and nature that is mutually beneficial, not because we order it so but because it should be so. 

This vision extends from George (District Municipality of Eden) to Greater Addo National Park. First along the coast between the Outeniqua Mountains and the ocean and then at the eastern end of Tsitsikamma National Park it jumps over the mountains via Soetkraal into the Langkloof where it will meet up with the Baviaanskloof Mega Reserve. Some landowners have already taken the initiative by proclaiming conservancies or private Nature Reserves on their land, these areas are natural starting points and will form nuclei that will over time be connected via smaller, natural links culminating in an uninterrupted corridor.

MAKING IT HAPPEN

Since that first meeting in October great strides have been made. A strong partnership has been forged with the Wilderness Foundation who recognise the value of a corridor of protected land that will ultimately link up with the Baviaanskloof Mega Reserve. They have agreed to underwrite a funding proposal to the Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund of Conservation International and are considering seed funding to tide us over while the proposal is being drafted. An Eden to Addo co-ordinator has been nominated to drive the process with a priority being placed on funding. Western Cape Nature Conservation Board (WCNCB) and South African National Parks (SANParks) have both shown their support and encouragement and clearly see the role of civil society in their ongoing conservation efforts in the region. More specifically, SANParks is soon to launch their Garden Route Initiative – a mega reserve for the Garden Route that will stretch from Wilderness to Tsitsikamma National Park, while WCNCB are in the throes of establishing the Gouritz Mega Reserve to the West and North of the Garden Route. This places Eden to Addo right in the middle of some of the most exciting and innovative conservation ever undertaken in the area.

HOW DO YOU GET INVOLVED?

There are a number of roles for those who recognise the merit of what we are proposing. At our last meeting we gathered the names of people who are willing to represent their area and sit on a “Forum of Champions”. They will represent landowners of a specific area bringing their needs, concerns and desires together in a co-ordinated fashion so that they can be presented by the co-ordinator at regional conservation meetings. Similarly developments regarding funding, incentives, conservation planning etc will be relayed to landowners via the Forum so that everyone remains informed and duplication of effort is avoided. The Forum of Champions is open to all stakeholders and will be a dynamic representative group of individuals committed to garnering support in their area. If you see yourself or know of someone who fits the bill please let us know (contact details below). Within the forum we envision a core Steering Committee to whom the co-ordinator will be accountable. 

If you have a particular skill that you think we could use: from marketing to financial management, fencing to rehabilitation please don’t hesitate to contact us – any contribution will be valued. 

WHO TO CONTACT:

Pam Booth (044) 3562825 or 082 8750342 papio@telkomsa.net. 

