The Role of the Interested and Affected Party

Activities with the potential to cause significant effects on the
environment are required to go through an EIA process. According to the
Environment Conservation Act (78 of 1989)an I&AP is defined as ”...any
person or group of persons concerned with or affected by an activity”.

The Public Participation Process (as part of the EIA process), aims to
ensure that the issues and concerns surrounding the site, the proposal or
the environment are highlighted early during the process. Potential impacts
of the activity on the environment (social, economic or biophysical
environment). This process allows for the identification of possible impacts
and for the determination of alternatives for the activity which would reduce
the potential impacts. The public participation process is indicated in the
flow chart and comment is welcomed at all stages of the process. Formal
comment is requested during the Scoping phase, on the draft Scoping
Report, in the EIA phase and on the draft Environmental Impact Report
(EIR). Only after the final EIR is submitted to the environmental authorities,
is a decision made regarding the activity in the form of a Record of

Decision (ROD). o =
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