9 March 2005: Rapid Review workshop 1330 session

Address of Tasneem Essop, Provincial Minister for the Environment (as noted by Vivien Vibert for WALEAF)

(and miscellaneous notes of event at end)

1. The most vociferous voices in response to Rapid Review are in Southern Cape, where development has become an emotional issue.

When I took over (?April 2004) there were approx 33 applications for golf/polo estates, many in Southern Cape.

Only responsible thing for Government to do was an investigation.  I announced my intention to do one in my budget speech in June 2004.

As the Government we need to look after people and the environment.

We need Policy Guide Lines that can inform decision-makers, but not on a case-by-case basis.

2. There is a Law Reform Project under way to look at process.  This is NOT

subject of today’s discussion.  (Consolidation of legislation, so all in one place, for heritage, environment etc)

3. We are not anti-golf, or anti-golf estate.  But we must sit back and take a precautionary approach, so that we do not move into the future on a case-by-case basis.   The Policy Guidelines will be incorporated into the Provincial Spatial Development Framework (PSDF)

4. The PSDF must be finalised by June 2005.  The present date for finalising policy guidelines is 31 March, hence the need for feedback and submissions before 16 March.  I realise many of you have expressed concern about short time frame, the investigation is tight, but we are already losing time; if necessary the Policy Guide Lines can be delayed after 31 March, in order to be dove-tailed into the PSDF, but not beyond June 2005.

5. The process must be effective and efficient for developers, But we will NOT take short0cuts in public participation process.

6. We are looking for win-win solutions, with sustainable development paradigm, with the Triple Bottom Line of Environment, Economy and Social Equity.

7. We need to encourage debate, we need consensus, it is in nobody’s interest to be polarised.  We, as government, have to act for the public good.
8. The main objective of this workshop is to discuss the draft policy guidelines, but there are some issues, which arise in guidelines but may not be specifically headed as such, which I regard as very important, and if you have time I would like you to discuss these.  If you do not have time, please send your comments later, but before 16 March.  These issues are:

8.1 ACCESS

Coastline is not private.  Access to beaches cannot be denied.  Right of ways and servitudes should be maintained or created.  We cannot have any situation in this country where people are denied access to public facilities.

8.2 Pricing structures

Golf is claimed to be good for tourist industry – if it does enhance tourist 

industry.  Often the pricing structure is such that it does not allow local and 

domestic tourism to participate.  Need to broaden the pricing structure to make 

facilities accessible.

8.3
 Broad based black economic empowerment

This must be real economic power to local people, not just token or “fronting”.

Critical policy direction.

8.4 Ownership spread

Estates with massive residential components, percentages must be set aside for certain income groups, in order to address the lack of integration in this country.

8.5 EIA processes

The element of options (alternatives) – applicant is supposed to give options but this is not taken seriously by developers, who put in options but presents them badly so that there is no meaningful choice. The developers want to push their one idea. Options should be taken seriously by developers, and by decision-makers.

8.6 Community Trusts

Community trust seems to be new way of doing things.  I have serious concerns about this, I think they can be divisive, although I have no right to tell people what they can do. BUT I must tell you that I come from an activist background, we fought against apartheid, and our strength was in being united.  I see remnants of apartheid in the community trust – there could be good will but it is causing division in communities.  It is an abuse of that desperation when big money makes promises.  It’s impact can be devastating – communities are set against communities, families against families, the poor are pitted against each other.  We need to build social  capital.

8.7 Job creation

Every economist will say something different.  When we create jobs and do things in the name of job creation we must look at


-     sustainability

· quality of jobs

· human resource development paths

Every single job counts, BUT we do not want to go back to pre-1994 when people were just hewers of wood.

8.8 Natural environment

Natural environment MUST be protected.  It is governed by national and provincial acts. Bio-physical and heritage, and particularly WATER.  I see some developments, claiming to be part of ecological corridors, have put up fences!!   This makes no sense, you cannot have an ecological corridor with fences.

We must take action NOW.  We must protect rights of future generations. We must think of the future, of our children and children’s children.  We must talk appropriate development. 

We have the opportunity to grow and to diversify the economy, to promote those previously disadvantaged into the economy, and to protect the environment at the same time.







(Minister leaves)

Workshop introduced by Sadia.

Summary of point made by Duard Barnard, responded to by Ashraf Adam.

DB:  
The guidelines are fatally flawed legally, they are in conflict with the current 

legislation, NEMA, EIA, the Constitution.  I wish to make a presentation on this.

AA:
You have the right to your opinion but you cannot to impose on rest of group. A lot of the draft guidelines is an explanation of existing legislation.  This is a public process.

DB:
Can it be recorded that I am being denied in debate?

AA:
Yes.

Workshop proper commenced:   People divided into 6 groups, in order to discuss draft guidelines and Minister’s special issues if time.

Group One (consisting of about 20 people, including Duard Barnard, (Lakes lawyer) Willem de Kok (?developer) Chris Gould (WALEAF and Water Forum) , Colleen Symons (ANC councillor for Kleinkrans), Vivien Vibert (WALEAF) and about 8 previously disadvantaged, including someone representing Black Economic Caucus.  The latter group said they had not had opportunity to see either the Rapid Review itself, or the draft guidelines, and wanted to discuss minister’s issues.  Several people then joined other groups, but those listed above remained, and dealt with minister’s issues.

Another group succeeded in discussing both guidelines and ministers issues.

All other groups  only discussed draft guidelines.

*********************************************************************

Vivien Vibert

Saturday 12 March 2005
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