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December 2004 

HilLand Associates

P. O Box 590

George

6530
Dear Cathy and Louise

RE: LAKES ECO AND GOLF RESERVE: FARM HOOGEKRAAL 182/1 – SWARTVLEI, GEORGE DISTRICT, WESTERN CAPE 

The Wilderness and Lakes Environmental Action Forum (WALEAF) would like to, once again, take this opportunity to strongly object to the above-mentioned proposal as it stands.  

We enclose herewith:

1. WALEAF’s Executive Summary to the Scoping Input;

2. WALEAF’s Scoping Input;

3. UCT’s Freshwater Research Units’ comments on the Lakes Eco proposal; 

4. Prof PJ Holmes’ report on coversands, dated 2 November 2004, prepared at WALEAF’s request; and

5. Pamphlet distributed by the developer in Touwstanten, December 2004.

The main issues of concern are highlighted in the Executive Summary, while the full list of issues and concerns is contained in the accompanying document.  This information is being submitted as WALEAFs’ input into the scoping process as part of the EIA being conducted by HilLand Associates.  We intend to circulate it to all relevant authorities and key stakeholders in order to ensure that a broad range of perspectives are considered and to strongly encourage everyone to give this proposal serious and thorough consideration. 

Our Forum wishes to state that we aim to support development that is sustainable, appropriate and responsible. We accept that development along our coastline is inevitable and therefore strongly encourage development to be well planned, competently managed and sensitive to the environment and all its inhabitants, including future generations.  

This proposal is inappropriate for this area and of great concern in many respects (see Executive Summary).  In January 2004, WALEAF submitted a comprehensive list of issues and concerns with regards to this proposal. Essentially these questions and concerns still stand, despite many public focus group meetings and numerous specialist reports produced since then.   Furthermore, there has been no meaningful discussion around alternatives, although this was said to be a ‘significant issue’.  

By virtue of the massive scale of this proposal and due to the sensitivity of the location, interested and affected parties have been on a long and weary journey over the past year to ensure that all the relevant issues and concerns are carefully recognised and considered.  This has involved wading through volumes of specialist information and many hours participating in public meetings.  Already stakeholders are feeling worn-down and fatigued by the process.  

WALEAF considers that a resounding NO should be given to this development in its current form as it is blatantly inappropriate for this rural area.  I&AP’s should not have to defend such areas from inappropriate proposals.  If these types of proposals are given serious consideration it will only be a matter of time before I&AP apathy gives way to such developments. This development would constitute a not so “thin end of the wedge”.  Authorities need to take a stand as happens in countries such as the UK and Switzerland, where no amount of money or argument allows Authorities to sacrifice the national heritage for future generations. 
We applaud the Western Cape Government’s probe into the proliferation of golf estates and polo fields and request that the Lakes Eco Scoping Report is considered in light of these findings.  We all must seriously contemplate the implications and realities of a proposal of this magnitude coming to fruition.  Let us ponder on this issue sensibly and sustainably.

Yours sincerely

Wilderness and Lakes Environmental Action Forum

Esme Morley, CHAIRPERSON

